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PLAIN and SIMPLE

| have just had a run in with my
new lap top. E mail attachments
have got the better of me once
again, and | have flounced off
into the front room feeling very
defeated. All thoughts of writing
a book now put aside. | have
renounced all things modern,
with the exception of washing
machine, dishwasher and motor
car which | have decided to
tolerate under sufferance. | am
now in grumpy, old woman
mode, and making a very good
job of it.

The pace of life . Technology is a
truly wonderful thing but, it is a
double edged sword. Being the
proud possessor of a newly
acquired bus pass | have spent a
lot of time on public transport
lately and I've been astounded
by how many people have
mobile phones ‘glued ‘ to their
ears, talking in a loud voice all
their private business as though
in an empty room. The recent
incident of the MP in Scotland
criticising venomously the
opposite party openly on a social
networking site. This | find from
listening to others is not at all

uncommon. So called friends
‘calling * each other on
Facebook. Teenagers being

‘bullied’ to the point of feeling
suicidal. Hours of time spent on
line looking for instant access to
personal lives. To me it would
feel like a total invasion of
privacy, far too intrusive for my
taste. It is not at all surprising
that reading skills are suffering.

| have been quite intrigued by a
tradition I've been reading about
and many must have seen on
television some while back when
some of their children were
gunned down in a school house.

The Amish. They settled in
America in Pennsylvania in
1600’s a bunch of religious
radicals that shunned infant
baptism to favour adult , known
then as Anabaptists. They look
old fashioned. They dress in
distinct plain manner. Long
brown dresses with black
aprons over their knees. They
have strict dress code and in
fact a code for living. They
have no need of he ‘clap trap’
of modern living. They value
community, family and a strong
sense of looking out for each
other. A lot are very successful
farmers, others run businesses
and can be quite
entrepreneurial. They get on
with the world outside their
community but in way try to join
them. They work very hard, eat
very well from the land and are
famous for the needlework.
They make beautifully
embroidered quilts which they
sell along side farm produce.
All  children are wanted,
needed, loved but never
adored. They are set tasks
from a very early age, like
feeding chickens, helping to
weed the vegetable patch.
They are thrifty but not mean
and use proverbs to teach the
children such as’ Use it up,
wear it out, make do or do
without’. They are not free to
do as they like, choices are
bound by their oral tradition,
like how to furnish their homes
etc. They are not free to wear
the latest fashions but they are
free of being caught up in’
retail therapy’. They can’t buy
the latest new car but are free
from needing a status symbol
or the debt that goes with it.

Women can’t dress or use make
up, but they are free from the
pressure of trying to look perfect
or fighting to get a size 18 body
into a size 12 dress. They are
not free to accept social welfare
benefits but are free of worry
about who will look after them
when they are old. They are free
not to be cool. The thing they
value most is to be ordinary. |
have no desire to get up at 5a.m.
To get the first wash on the line
before cooking a three course
breakfast for twenty. | have no
illusions tat | could cope with
such a life, but the appeal is
there. In this time of recession
when time for some is financially
hard it can be helpful to think
carefully about what matters
most in our lives. Those without
money are poor but those with
nothing but money are poorer. |
yearn for the peace that only the
Lord gives and to try and live
simply, so that others may
simply live. May God bless Us
all.

Wendy
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KIDS CORNER

i to all the readers the word FARMER® No proper

of Kl DS 6 namés.OR -
NER, and wel- 8+ = Good; 10+=Very Good;
come! If you are 12+ = Great!!!

not well, we hope and pray that 2)  Find these words in the letter
youol l get wel | Ssquaren ! I f 1t i
birthday this monthd 0 H A P FFXRMER, WHEAT, SOWED, SUN
Bl RTHDAY TO Y ORAIN, WIND, FLOUR, GOD.

(Little Jimé 0 Hel | o Bri an/!
are we talking about this month 0G W\%h g tE T
in our chat, praybDmR Goad Fplzzl g

Hi, Little Jim! We shall be talk-

: EFEWALA
ing about how our food grows

SERVICE TIMES

AT ST DAVI
Sunday

8.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Sung Eucharist
Except

Y 02hd Sunday
Family/Parade Service
6.30 pm
2nd Sunday
Holy Communion
3rd Sunday
Healing Service

S

20)

Wednesday
7.30 pm Holy Communion

and how Godés kinWdobM§rols .

One day a little girl asked her OOETIRUH

Dad, AWhy do peopl e start comt
ing to church, how do they know SRNUS AW

when to come?0 GDNTIARTF

il expect they want to know
mor e about J e S sA farmer Daa tého bagsaf can
nltos | i ke 't he  sahdoarchicker ensthe North of3

bank of the river. He can take
one item at a time across the
river. He wishes to take all 3
items to the South bank of the
river. If at any time he leaves
the chicken alone with a bag of
corn the chicken will eat it.
How can he get all 3 items
from the North bank to the
South bank in tact.

Every year a farmer collected
bags of seed and he sowed them
in the ground. For the next few
months the sun shone, the rain
fell and the wind blew until the
farmer had a field full of golden
wheat. Then he cut down the
wheat and turned it into some-
thing useful like flour and bread.
The farmer just let the seed turn
into plants to eat. In the same

WHATS ON
AGE CONCERN LUNCH CLUB
Mondays at 12 noon. Phone
228 6881 to enquire. Everyone

over 60'welcome.
HELEN O' GRADY DR
ACADEMY

Monday 4.00 pm. For age 5+.
For further details phone Tracy

482 0443.
KEEP FIT

Tuesdays at 6 pm. Come along
for an hour of gentle exercise to
music.

JO-JINGLES

Wednesday mornings from
R-30n Thig igfer patents ang y
tgdglers and features music and
meveent. Plegsephone frany
on 01744454000 for details.
PARENTS AND TODDLERS
Meets on Tuesdays in term-
time from 1.00-2.30 pm.

way as the farmer chooses the (Little JJmd 0 T h e chic
seed, God chooses people and over on its own!
they join GodoTshaKibsgdadrm (obhe
field) and they grow through Take Care! Brian.
their faith until they are ready for
their lives to become useful to BAPTISMS
God and His Kingdom. They Ethan Edward Baker
donodot know why |t hepgmEBraly)t - :
God knows! o ~ Luca Paul Lloyd :
AThanks Dad, 0 sjaid Mk achaught e
Roman David Carley :
Prayer (7th March) !
Thank you Jesus, that your fam- Mark Alex Till !
ily is always growing. Amen. (21st March) :
Remi-Jo Till '
Puzzle (21st March) !
1) How many words of 3 letters Aaron Gerrard Engel !
or more can you make !

May 13th
10.300 11.30 am

Gl adstone Ha
Church
Or phone

0151-777 5126
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